
Introduction: 
 

Keith Rush…Chair of the Thetis Island ferry Advisory Committee. 
 

Thank you for coming… 
 
As a community we need to go on record as being very disappointed with a 

number of aspects of this Community Consultation: 
  

 We are very disappointed at not having a representative from BC 
Ferries present. 

 

 We object to the fact that the consultation process includes the entire 
province of BC. And why would we object?  Quite simply because most 

provincial residents don’t have any idea what Coastal Ferries are all 
about.  We were not consulted on the new Port Mann Bridge or the 
Sea to Sky Highway which now caters to wealthy skiers who drive to 

their second or third home at Whistler, the double laning of the TCH 
east from Kamloops to Rogers Pass, the replacement or twinning of 

the Massey Tunnel…or a host of other transportation infrastructure 
decisions…Ferries are no different than any of those just mentioned. 

 
 We take great exception to your notion of basic ferry service being ‘to 

or from work or school’.  Basic ferry service includes substantially 

more than going to school or work, such as medical, legal, shopping, 
obtaining building supplies, recreation, team sports, attending 

funerals, and social events.  How about local resident Anne-Marie 
Koeppen who recently won the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee 
Medal for her contribution and dedication to strengthening 

volunteerism in the Cowichan Valley and in the province. The medal 
was awarded at last month's Volunteer Futures Conference, put on by 

Volunteer BC.  Many Thetis residents volunteer on the big 
Island…which I suppose would not warrant basic ferry service. 

 

 We have very serious concerns about the reliability of the information 
presented in the Discussion Guide and The Appendix of Route Specific 

Information.  For example the map on the inside cover of the guide 
has Thetis and Penelakut Island mixed up.  If this really basic 
geography is incorrect, how can we believe any of the rest…which 

brings me to my next point: 
 

 The tone of the documents is embarrassing.  After ignoring the plight 
of ferry users for 9 years, without any increase in funding to this 
critical part of the BC transportation infrastructure, all of a sudden we 

have a crisis…this is a government manufactured crisis.  Ferry users 
have paid more than their fair share over that time period where fares 

on this route have increased well over 100%.   
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 The repeated reference to taxpayer contributions is scandalous. (I am 
asserting that this phrase is purposely being used to inflame public 

opinion). For any other public transit infrastructure, like the Canada 
Line, the correct reference is government contributions or funding 

partner, and more specifically with ferries it is ‘service fees’.  In this 
case government has a contract with BC Ferries to PAY them for that 
service.  No different than the road maintenance contract they have 

with Mainland Contracting here on Thetis and on Vancouver Island.  In 
fact Minister Polak confirms this in an interview on CBC radio with 

Mark Forsythe on October 30th, where she says…”This is a service that 
we provide for British Columbians.  Taxpayers across the province 
accept that it’s an important part of coastal communities in British 

Columbia and should be subsidized”. 
 

However, we are not naïve we know that on our route as with many others, 
there are underutilized sailings.  There are efficiencies that can be gained 
with a schedule that takes underutilized sailings, contractual requirements, 

the ever increasing price of fuel and current Transport Canada safety 
standards into account.  

 
Speaking of service reductions, we have no idea what kinds of adjustments 

the Ministry is considering.  This makes it very difficult to answer the 
questions posed on the Feedback Form.  On the subject of questions, some 
are difficult to understand and we have a nervous feeling that they are 

designed to garner a particular kind of answer, the kind of answer that does 
not intelligently address the issues.  An analogy: It is sort of like the 

condemned man who has just had his blindfold put over his eyes and with his 
last cigarette in his mouth, the executioner asks whether he would prefer to 
be shot by rifle 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, or maybe rifle number 6. 

 
Just so you know, we have been talking about ways to adjust service that 

saves the most amount of money with the least amount of disruption. 
 
So…here goes:  As a potential starting point, drop the 11:40 AM dedicated 

run to Penelakut every day except Friday, drop the dedicated 6:20 PM Thetis 
run, every day except Friday, run the ship ONE knot slower all day, drop the 

Friday late night sailing all year long, return Sunday to the same schedule as 
the rest of the week.  Result: 15 to 20% savings in labour costs (virtually no 
missed meal breaks and a big saving in overtime) and a 30 to 35% savings 

in fuel costs. 
 

In the end we would hope that you do what we strive to do on Thetis Island 
and that is make the best possible decision for our Island after careful, 
thoughtful and intelligent consideration.  

 
 


